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CO-ORGANIZERS

Carol McMichael Reese, Mary Louise
Mossy Christovich Professor and
Associate Professor, School of
Architecture, Tulane University, New
Orleans

Michael Sorkin, Principal, Michael Sorkin
Studio; Distinguished Professor of
Architecture and Director, Graduate
Program in Urban Design, School of
Architecture, City College, New York City

Anthony Fontenot, Ph.D. Candidate,
School of Architecture, and Fellow, Society
of Woodrow Wilson Scholars, Princeton
University

PARTICIPANTS

Austin Allen, Associate Professor,
Landscape Architecture, University of
Colorado, Denver

Craig Barton, Associate Professor, Director
of Architecture and Chair, Department of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture,
University of Virginia, Charlottesville

Matthew Berman, Principal, Workshop/
apd, New York City

William E. Borah, Attorney; President,
Smart Growth for Louisiana, New Orleans

M. Christine Boyer, William R. Kenan, Jr.,
Professor, School of Architecture,
Princeton University

Latoya Cantrell, President, Broadmoor
Improvement Association and Broadmoor
Development Corporation, New Orleans
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Michael Cowan, Assistant to the President,
Loyola University; Founding Executive
Director, Common Good, New Orleans

Dilip Da Cunha, Principal, Mathur/Da
Cunha; Lecturer, Landscape Architecture,
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Tom Darden, Executive Director, Make It
Right Foundation, New Orleans

James Dart, AIA, principal DArchitects,
New York City; University Lecturer, New
Jersey School of Architecture, Newark

David Dixon, Principal, Goody Clancy,
Boston

Allen Eskew, Principal, Eskew, Dumez,
Ripple; New Orleans

Deborah Gans, Prinicpal, Gans Studio;
Professor, School of Architecture, Pratt
Institute, Brooklyn

Toni L. Griffin, Director, Division of
Planning and Community Development,
Newark; Adjunct Associate Professor,
Harvard University Graduate School of
Design, Cambridge

William M. Harris, Sr., Martin Luther King,
Jr., Visiting Professor Emeritus, Urban
Studies and Planning, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge

Melissa Harris-Lacewell, Associate
Professor, Politics and African American
Studies, Princeton University

Derek Hoeferlin, Principal, Derek James
Hoeferlin Architect; Senior Lecturer, Sam
Fox School of Design and Visual Arts,
Washington University, St. Louis

Walter J. Hood, Principal, Hood Design,
Oakland; Professor, Landscape
Architecture and Environmental Planning,
College of Environmental Design,
University of California, Berkeley

New Orleans Under Reconstruction: The Crisis of Planning
A national conference to be held at Tulane University, Oct. 23-24, 2009

The destruction of New Orleans caused by Hurricane Katrina and the
failure of the levees was an experience of horror and revelation. Katrina’s
differential effects and the hugely disproportionate responses by and
for different communities laid bare not simply a peculiar U.S. urban
anatomy; they exposed a simmering crisis in the nature of planning itself.

New Orleans Under Reconstruction will examine the aftermath of Katrina
and New Orleans’ struggles with rebuilding as deeply symptomatic of larger
issues of contemporary planning and urbanism. The conference gathers

an impressive and diverse group of local and national planners, architects,
landscape architects, engineers, activists, and academics to present

their current work and advance debate about action toward the resurgence
of the city. The timing of these debates is all the more crucial as the city

moves rapidly toward a mayoral race.

The focus of this event is on highlighting the progress that has been made,
overcoming the obstacles that have slowed rebuilding, and advancing
future visions for the city, as well as on interrogating the general role of
planning today and exploring the possibility of the emergence of a recon-
structed New Orleans as an exemplar. Issues concerning environmental
ethics and sustainability, master planning, water management, housing
equity, contemporary design and green building, cultural landscapes,
citizen activism, and the right to the city will all be prominently addressed.

Since Katrina, the conference co-organizers Carol McMichael Reese,
Michael Sorkin, and Anthony Fontenot have conducted Project New
Orleans, which has compiled an archive of proposals for the reconstruction
of the city. Many of these were shown in 2006 at the New Orleans African-
American Museum in an exhibition organized by Project New Orleans.

An extensive selection from the Project New Orleans archive together with
the results of the conference will be published in a book by Verso,

scheduled to appear in late 2010.

www.project-neworleans.org

John Kaliski, Principal, Urban Studio
Los Angeles

Cindi Katz, Professor, Geography and
Environmental Psychology, Graduate
School and University Center, City
University of New York

Michael P. Kelly, AlA, AICP, Executive
Director, District of Columbia Housing
Authority, Washington, D.C.

Laura Kurgan, Principal, Laura Kurgan
Design; Director, Visual Studies and
Spatial Information Design Lab, Graduate
School of Architecture, Planning, and
Preservation, Columbia University,

New York City

Sylvia Lavin, Professor, Department of
Architecture and Urban Design, University
of California, Los Angeles

M. David Lee, FAIA, Partner, Stull and

Lee, Inc., Architects and Planners, Boston;
past Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning
and Design, Harvard Graduate School of
Design, Cambridge

Andrew Light, Senior Fellow, Center for

American Progress; Director, Center for
Global Ethics, George Mason University,
Fairfax

Wm. Raymond Manning, AlA, LEED AP
BD+C, Principal, Manning Architects,
New Orleans

William Morrish, Dean, School of
Constructed Environments, Parsons The
New School for Design, New York City

Elizabeth Mossop, Principal, Spackman,
Mossop, Michaels; Professor and Director,
Robert Reich School of Landscape
Architecture, Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge

Byron Mouton, Principal, Bild Design;
Professor of Practice, Tulane School of
Architecture, New Orleans

Amy Murphy, Principal, Amy Murphy
Projects; Associate Professor and Vice
Dean, School of Architecture, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles

Denise J. Reed, Professor of Earth and
Environmental Sciences; Interim Director,
Pontchartrain Institute for Environmental
Sciences, University of New Orleans

Nolan V. Rollins, President and CEO, Urban
League of Greater New Orleans

James Steele, Professor, School of
Architecture, University of Southern
California, Los Angeles

David Waggonner, Principal, Waggonner
and Ball, New Orleans

Jane Wolff, Associate Professor and
Director, Master of Landscape
Architecture Program, Daniels Faculty of
Architecture, Landscape, and Design,
University of Toronto

Beverly Wright, Professor of Sociology and
Executive Director, Deep South Center for
Environmental Justice, Dillard University,
New Orleans



